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iiese. In fact, the British, just prior to evacuation, removed
part of the double track and part of the Pegu-Kayan line for
use on the Lashio-Kunming line. Presumably the rails removed
by the Japanese were used on the new link with Siam.
WARTIME RAIL DEVELOPMENTS
The outstanding positive achievement of the Japanese was
the completion, in November 1943, of the 267-mile link with
Siam. This line takes off from the Moulmein-Ye line at
Thanhyuzayat, 35 miles south of Moulmein, and follows a
gentle valley to Three Pagodas Pass, at an elevation of about
850 feet, on the Siamese border. Tt then descends the Kwe Noi
Valley, passing through Kanchanaburi, and connects with the
Bangkok-Singapore line at Ban Pong. This line made possible
the import of locomotives from Malaya and Siam. Until
Allied bombing became too frequent and accurate, carriages
were seen at Moulmein marked "Moulmein-Pnom Penh," and
it was then quite possible for trains to proceed from Moulmein
across Siam to the Mekong River, in southern Indo-China.
Another and much less important railway development was
the construction of a line across the Isthmus of Kra, from
Jimibhorn, on the main line of the Siamese State Railways, to
Kao Huagang (Kao Fachi) near Victoria Point, southern tip of
Burma. This line is entirely in Siamese territory, but its eco-
nomic significance extends to Burma. Tt was an alternate line of
communications between Malaya and Burma, the Three Pa-
godas Pass route being the chief route. Goods were brought
by rail to Kao Iluagang and then shipped by water to Mergui
or Moulmein,
POSSIBLE POSTWAR DEVELOPMENTS
In 1941 construction was commenced on a railway line to
run considerably south and east of the Burma Road, and to
connect Lashio with Kunming.   Tt was started  for military
reasons, the economic feasibility of such a route being still a
matter of dispute, The portion to be constructed within Btirni